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Session Learning Targets 
• I can explain the role of fiction in my instruction.  

• I can integrate close reading and text-dependent 
questions into my instruction of literary texts. 

• I can explain the use of sign posts as a way to have 
students comprehend literary texts.  

• I can identify the literary elements that are associated 
with each sign post.  

• I can make the connection between the use of sign 
posts and the Reading- Literary Text standards.  

 



What is the Role of Fiction? 
Probst and Beers (2013) state that “Children come first 
to reading through poetry, picture books, and stories.  
Narrative is their first way of making sense of the 
world.”   

 

Reading, listening to, and telling stories is our way of 
making sense of the world.  

Beers and Probts (2013) 



What is the Role of Fiction? 
Fiction in our classrooms affects the way in which we 
interact with each other.   

Beers and Probts (2013) 



What is the Role of Fiction? 
“Recent research shows… that reading stories can 
actually improve your social skills by helping you better 
understand other human beings.”  (Oatley, 2011) 

 

Oately,  (2011) 



What is the Role of Fiction? 
Chadwick and Grassie (2016) remind us that in using 
literature we allow the opportunity for students to: 

• Explore theme, style,  and message 

• Learn reading skills such as decoding 

• Learn and practice: 

• critical thinking 

• evaluation 

• analysis 

• inquiry  

 

 
Chadwick and Grassie (2016) 



Why Fiction? 



How do We Implement Fiction? 
• Close Reading 

• Text-dependent questions 

• Choice 

• Relevant 

 

 



Notice and Note 
In their book, Kylene Beers and Robert Probst provides 
teachers with strategies for close reading that help 
students notice various features of fiction and how to 
note these elements. 

 

Kylene and Robert use Signposts to 

help guide students through their  

reading of literary texts.  

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Sign Posts 
According to Merriam-Webster, a signpost is “a sign 
beside a road showing the direction and distance  to a 
place.” 

 

They direct us toward a particular place. 

 

While reading literature, students often need 
assistance in being directed to a particular literary 
feature.    

 



Sign Posts and Comprehension 
Kylene and Robert noticed that the more students 
notice the signposts, the more they were using 
comprehension processes. 

• Predicting 

• Making connections  

• Inferring 

• Visualizing 

• Summarizing 

• Clarifying 

• Questioning 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



The Sign Posts 

Beers and Probts (2013) 

• Contrasts and Contradictions 

• Aha Moments 

• Tough Questions 

• Words of the Wiser 

• Again and Again 

• Memory Moment 

 

 



Contrasts and Contradictions 
When the characters thoughts and their actions 
contradict  previous thoughts and actions.  

 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Aha Moments 
• When a character provides the reader with an 

understanding of conflict, plot, or theme suddenly. 

 

• Signal language 

• “I suddenly understood…” 

• “Now I know…” 

• “I realized…” 

• “It came to me…” 
 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Tough Questions 
• Big questions (statement) a character might ask     

about life.  

 

• Examples 

• “I wonder what I should do about…..” 

• “Why is this happening?” 
 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Words of the Wiser 
• Older character offers the younger or less wiser 

character a life lesson.   

 

• This can be considered the theme of the story.  

 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Again and Again 
• Something that is repeated. 

• Image 

• Word 

• Situation 

• Event 

 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Memory Moment 
Scene which causes the flow of the story to be 
interrupted for a memory. 

 

 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Using the Signposts 
• Explicit instruction must occur for each of the 

signposts. 

 

• Gradual release model 

 

• Utilize short pieces of texts for modeling. 

 

• Create anchor charts to post after students have 
learned about a signpost for them to have for 
reference.  

 

 

 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Using the Signposts 

 

 

http://www.heinemann.com/shared/companionResources/E04693/NoticeNote_App5_Bookmarks.pdf 



Using the Signposts 

 

 

http://www.heinemann.com/shared/companionResources/E04693/NoticeNote_App7_RdngLogs.pdf 



Using the Signposts 
http://www.heinemann.com/products/E04693.aspx  

 



Making the Connection 

SC College- and 
Career-Ready 
Standards for 
ELA 
Literary  
Elements 

 
 
 



Sign Posts Clues and Literary Elements 

Contrasts and Contradictions 

• Character behaves a way we 
don’t expect. 

• Element is something we 
wouldn’t expect.  

Literary Elements 

• Character development 

• Internal conflict 

• Theme 

• Relationships between 
setting and plot 

 

Beers and Probts (2016) 



Sign Posts Clues and Literary Elements 

Aha Moment 

• “Suddenly I understood..” 

• “It came to me in a flash…” 

• “It hit me like a ton of 
bricks…” 

Literary Elements 

• Character development 

• Internal conflict 

• Plot 

 

Beers and Probts (2016) 



Sign Posts Clues and Literary Elements 

Tough Questions 

• “What could I possibly do 
to…?” 

• “Never had I been so 
confused about…” 

• “How could I understand 
why he/she…?” 

Literary Elements 

• Character development 

• Internal conflict 

• Plot 

 

Beers and Probts (2016) 



Sign Posts Clues and Literary Elements 

Words of Wiser 

• Character is off by 
themselves having a quiet or 
personal moment. 

• A wiser figure provides 
advice. 

Literary Elements 

• Theme 

• Internal conflict 

• Relationship between 
character and plot 

 

Beers and Probts (2016) 



Sign Posts Clues and Literary Elements 

Again and Again 

• Word is repeated 
throughout the story. 

• An image appears over and 
over again.  

Literary Elements 

• Plot 

• Setting 

• Symbolism 

• Theme 

• Character development 

• Conflict 

 

Beers and Probts (2016) 



Sign Posts Clues and Literary Elements 

Memory Moment 

• Ongoing flow is interrupted 
by a memory of something 
important.  

Literary Elements 

• Character development 

• Plot 

• Theme 

• Relationship between 
character and plot 

 

Beers and Probts (2016) 



Making the Connection 

SC College- 
and Career-
Ready 
Standards 
for ELA 

 
 
 



Reading:  Literary Texts 
Standard 5:  Determine meaning and develop logical 
interpretations by making predictions, inferring, drawing 
conclusions, analyzing, synthesizing, providing evidence, and 
investigating multiple interpretations. 

• All sign posts 

 

Standard 6:  Summarize key details and ideas to support analysis 
of thematic development. 

• Contrasts and contradictions 

• Tough questions 

• Words of wiser 

• Again and Again 

• Memory Moment 

 



Reading:  Literary Texts 
Standard 7:  Analyze the relationship among ideas, themes, or 
topics in multiple media and formats, and in visual, auditory, and 
kinesthetic modalities. 

• Contrasts and contradictions 

• Tough questions 

• Words of wiser 

• Again and Again 

• Memory Moment 

 



Reading:  Literary Texts 
Standard 8: Analyze characters, settings, events, and ideas as 
they develop and interact within a particular context. 

• All sign posts 

 

Standard 9:  Interpret and analyze the author’s use of words, 
phrases, and conventions, and how their relationships shape 
meaning and tone in print and multimedia texts. 

• Again and again 

 

 

 



Reading:  Literary Texts 
Standard 10:  Apply a range of strategies to determine and 
deepen the meaning of known, unknown, and multiple-meaning 
words, phrases, and jargon; acquire and use general academic 
and domain-specific vocabulary. 

• Again and again 

 

Standard 11:  Analyze and provide evidence of how the author’s 
choice of point of view, perspective, or purpose shapes content, 
meaning, and style. 

• All sign posts 

 



Reading:  Literary Texts 
Standard 12:  Analyze and critique how the author uses 
structures in print and multimedia texts to shape meaning and 
impact the reader. 

• All sign posts 

 

Standard 13:  Read independently and comprehend a variety of 
texts for the purposes of reading for enjoyment, acquiring new 
learning, and building stamina; reflect and respond to 
increasingly complex text over time. 

• All sign posts 

 

 



Session Learning Targets 
• I can explain the role of fiction in my instruction.  

• I can integrate close reading and text-dependent 
questions into my instruction of literary texts. 

• I can explain the use of sign posts as a way to have 
students comprehend literary texts.  

• I can identify the literary elements that are associated 
with each sign post.  

• I can make the connection between the use of sign 
posts and the Reading- Literary Text standards.  

 



Wrapping it Up 

Sometimes student 
generated, sometimes 
teacher generated.  

Recent research shows… that reading stories can 
actually improve your social skills by helping you better 
understand other human beings.”  (Oatley, 2011) 

 

Probst and Beers (2013) state that “Children come first 
to reading through poetry, picture books, and stories.  
Narrative is their first way of making sense of the 
world.”   

 

 

 
Oately,  (2011) 

Beers and Probts (2013) 



Wrapping it Up 

Sometimes student 
generated, sometimes 
teacher generated.  

Teaching literary texts will allow for students 
demonstrate world-class skills and life and career 
characteristics which are evident skills required for the 
SC Graduate.  

 

“Literature enables us to see our world and ourselves 
more clearly, to understand our lives more fully.” 

 

 

Beers and Probts (2013) 
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